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27
th May 2008
Dear  Steven Yettaw
Portland Sculpture and Quarry Trust Symposium 2008- Threshold of Time
I am writing to invite you to take part in-  the year of planet earth stone symposium on the 25th year of PSQT project.  The project is based at Tout Quarry. Independent Quarry and the Drill Hall and is a key Arts initiative for the Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site and will be an important cultural venue for the 20012 Olympics.  

The Trust was formed in 1983, after the success of the first sculpture symposium in Tout Quarry, when over 50 artists created work in response to the quarry environment, among them. Antony Gormley incised a life size figure in the living rock face  called still Falling – he said  “I have just left this trace, but hopefully if you want to use it as a vehicle for thinking or for reflection, you can use this piece to reflect about the whole of the quarry, and then through he quarry to think about the bigger issues about time, about mans place in nature, about the way in which we use resources. I think that this quarry, is a place of reflection on the nature of our nature. or the way in which culture used to be thought of as what distinguished us from nature has now to be considered as part of nature, and that if we are to survive, and if the world that supports us, this earth, this planet, is to survive we have to use culture to discover our nature within nature, and this is such a fundamental change- in the way in which the west, which is another term that needs redefining has considered education and civilization and the culture that binds those two concepts together...."    After creating a sculpture in the first year I have since developed the potential of the quarry to become a place of creativity and learning – supporting artists and students work in the quarry environment linking the arts, industry, culture and sciences. The project featured on national news and TV as Britain’s first sculpture quarry, part of the wave of other sculpture parks at Yorkshire Sculpture Park, Grizedale Forest and Margam Park.  Over the years both temporary and permanent works have been made - carved into the living rock face, extracted boulders constructed from shale and worked from the landscape itself.   Artists include Prof. Philip King with students from the RCA - creating a Zen Garden - piloting a new course in landscape and environmental sculpture.  Antony Gormley who incised a life size figure ‘still falling’ on a living rock face.  His students from the University of Brighton included Rachel Whitread who has since developed concepts of both negative and positive space in her work, Peter Randall-Page and Kier Smith.  

We run a yearly workshop programme in the quarry environment that has included 21 Art Colleges and Universities throughout the UK, also Universities from Holland, Frankfurt, Singapore, Rouen and Le Havre in France.  We have written and deliver course electives and a BA and Masters Degree elective courses validated through the University of Brighton,  one year full time MA courses (2 yr Part time) by Independent Project - new courses that link stone carving and sculpture to the environment. 

We are creating international links, cultural exchange and partnerships with education establishments and centers and organizations that connect with stone, the environment and quarrying, and this year there are artists from France, Spain Holland, Germany and England and we would like to invite you to join so we have participation from Canada. In 2003- 2007 we developed a new model for quarry regeneration and new after-uses that address the sustainability of quarry environments.  The project, funded via the UK government, has already been re-applied to projects in Yorkshire, the UK and Northern Spain Asturiaus .  
We would like to make links with Canada and to invite you and others interested to joining the symposium to create a series of sculptures, towards the next 3 years leading up to the Olympics.   We are open to ideas being developed for site specific work in relation to the environment, geological and cultural references to stone and  have enclosed a CD with images that show you the quarry site and the wealth of materials available to work with
 We are inviting Christina Fernandez an artist who has a residency at the Guggenheim Bilbao, to document work in progress and to hold an ongoing exhibition at the Learningstone Gallery – with a show of photographs, interviews and films of work in progress.    We have worked with an Italian filmmaker from Rome who made a film on stone carving workshops that we run during summer on Portland, linking artists to the culture of quarrying and carving stone on Portland and in Italy.
We will accept anytime that you might have over the summer.   During the month of August or September there will an artists group from Holland Groupe 85 including one artist from the Joseph Beuys museum working here during the 26 august / 7 September.  The weather is very warm, and the light here is very good all year,  reflected from the sea. There is no air pollution, with the prevailing winds coming directly from the sea, and the nearest land to the South West being South America.  This contributes  to creating really remarkable carvings that are  informed by the natural light on stone. 
Accommodation and Travel 

We can provide accommodation in a house that sleeps 7 overlooking the sea (3 bedrooms and an attic that sleeps 4). We have a beach hut that sleeps 3 and another house that sleeps 3.  There is also a house attached to the Drill with basic facilities that can sleep 3.  There is the Old Lower Lighthouse (Portland Bird Observatory for £10 per night self catering - a very beautiful and simple place to stay, but would need to book places for the summer.   We do not have a budget for this at the moment, but can provide accommodation, food and transportation.   The Isle of Portland 4 mile long x 1.5 miles wide and  is connected to Weymouth by road.  Weymouth Train Station is the nearest pick up point.  

Equipment – We have a Portable petrol driven air compressor – with 2 airlines and Culture air chisels plus tungsten tooling, x3 portable petrol driven generators, x2 9” angle grinders, x2 4.5” angle grinders , x 1 stone polishing machine and diamond abrasive discs, heavy duty drill for splitting stone, 2.5ton capacity tipper trailer, Landrover Defender 110 Hardtop for pulling the trailer. Our indoor workshop lifting capacity os a max of 2tons on A Frame and 2tons on hydraulic strong arm lift and a 2 ton pallet Truck.  We have a comprehensive range of hand tools suited for working with Portland stone.  Extra equipment we can hire in. 

Health and Safety - PPE equipment and first aid with one person certificated as the first aid person at work.  We carry employers and public liability insurance for our workshops and activities.  

Audio-Visual Equipment - An extensive range of audio visual recording equipment, video editing and sound software, and access to internet via PC and mackintosh computer systems. 

I hope that you will be able to accept our invitation to join the symposium and to discuss how this might be arranged. 

Kind Regards

Hannah Sofaer MA (RCA) 
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